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the newspaper. He is feisty, passionate, 
caring, and optimistic. 

I pray for Randy and his family in 
this challenging time, and I pray for 
our community, as others step up in 
the big shoes they must now fill as 
Randy transitions to the editor emer-
itus role. 

Randy’s induction into the Colorado 
Hall of Fame is important. I congratu-
late him on this incredible honor, but 
what seems more important is the im-
pact he has had on our community. I 
thank him today for the way he has 
shaped Greeley and Weld County. That 
impact will never be forgotten. 

f 

FARM BILL AND SNAP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to begin by saying that there are a lot 
of things in this farm bill that I actu-
ally agree with, and I would like to be 
supportive of such components of this 
bill. I agree with and would like to be 
a partner in getting this bill passed. 
However, there are some things I need 
to mention. 

For the last 50 years, Democrats and 
Republicans have worked together to 
combine food and farming programs in 
a bipartisan effort. However, when dis-
cussing the 2018 farm bill, which will 
come up for a vote very soon, I want to 
shed some light on some things that 
don’t quite add up, some things that 
aren’t what I would call common sense. 

In essence, this bill aims to restrict 
eligibility and reduce benefits of the 
Nation’s most effective antihunger pro-
gram, SNAP, formerly known as food 
stamps. Moreover, this proposed bill 
dumps a massive burden on State gov-
ernments. Therefore, although I intend 
to be an active partner in the final pas-
sage of this legislation, I cannot and 
will not support the 2018 farm bill until 
the necessary changes are made. 

If enacted, this bill, as it is currently 
designed, will deal damaging blows to 
the very heart of America by cutting 
nearly $20 billion from SNAP, resulting 
in higher levels of hunger, poverty, and 
critical health problems. 

I want to take just a minute to re-
mind my colleagues and those who are 
watching at home who the SNAP re-
cipients are. 

In my home State of Missouri, SNAP 
reached 759,000 residents, more than 10 
percent of the population. That is 1 in 
every 10 Missourians. SNAP kept 
221,000 people out of poverty in Mis-
souri, including 109,000 children, which 
reminds me—and this is the painful 
part of being in a body that has now be-
come tribal in the way we conduct 
business, and it is so sad that we have 
come into this situation. 

Over and over and over there is this 
theory that is floated out in America 
that people are stealing food stamps 
and living in luxury homes and all of 
this; and it is just so sad because, when 
you hear something like this for dec-

ades, people actually believe it. There 
is no proof to what they say when they 
make these allegations. 

It may be important to know that 82 
percent of the places where food 
stamps or SNAP are redeemed, there is 
0.5 percent fraud. 

But if you listen to people, they are 
not going to say it on the floor. They 
could go and say it out in the world, 
but they won’t say it on the floor, be-
cause they know that it is inaccurate, 
but you would come to believe that, 
boy, these people are ripping these 
hardworking Americans off. 

Oh, what a tangled web we weave 
when first we practice to deceive. That 
is from Macbeth, and it is exactly what 
is happening. We are deceiving the 
American public. 

I read somewhere that says the gen-
erous will themselves be blessed for the 
food they share with the poor. That is 
something that we should remember, 
particularly those of us who are in-
clined to read the book from which 
that quote came. 

As Representatives of the United 
States of America, it is our responsi-
bility to pass legislation that is 
proactive, not reactive. It is our re-
sponsibility to understand the very 
real and human consequences that 
could take place if this legislation is 
passed as it currently stands. 

Once again, let me remind you of the 
fact that the SNAP program is the 
most effective way to combat food in-
security. I know. I grew up poor. I grew 
up in public housing. I saw my father 
working three jobs to get us out of pub-
lic housing. We lived there 5 years. He 
would not even take food stamps be-
cause he didn’t want anybody to think 
that he was not working hard enough. 
So I get a little frustrated when I hear 
people lying about people who receive 
SNAP. 

The fact that, in the year 2018, there 
are children and adults in America who 
go hungry is absolutely appalling. It is 
important to note that over 70 percent 
of the people who receive SNAP are the 
children, the disabled, and the poor. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the gentleman, my colleague, 
Democratic colleague, for his com-
ments and his personal testimony, and 
I respect his dad and the heritage of 
work that he left for his son. 

I am on the Agriculture Committee, 
and I have got to say I am confused, I 
am perplexed, and, quite frankly, I am 
outraged in many ways with some of 
my colleagues’ comments about work 
and the work requirements that we are 
putting in the Food Stamp program. 
This doesn’t have anything to do about 
children, about disabled people, about 
the elderly. This is about requiring 
people who are able-bodied to work 
who aren’t working. 

We are long overdue for reforms in 
this country. We are long overdue to 
have policies in place that encourage 
work. We want people to have the 
blessing and dignity of work. We want 
people to fulfill their God-given poten-
tial. We want them to contribute to so-
ciety. 

We have 6 million jobs, surplus jobs. 
We want folks to make the best out of 
the life that God has given them for 
their communities, for their families, 
for themselves. 

This is unbelievable in the United 
States of America. We are asking that, 
if you receive assistance from hard-
working, taxpaying Americans, you 
would just work 20 hours a week or vol-
unteer or be trained to work. That is 
all we are asking. 

I see hardworking people throughout 
the gallery, and I bet you they feel the 
same way. I have seen the polls. Over 
80 percent of the people in this country 
say more people need to work and pay 
taxes and contribute to this great 
country. 

I believe in the safety net. I believe 
in compassion. I believe that is the 
heart of God, and I think it should be 
reflected in our policies. But God also 
expects personal responsibility, and He 
expects us to have responsible policies 
that pull people up and out of a cycle 
of dependency and poverty. That is not 
compassion; that is not decency; and 
that is not common sense. 

So I support this farm bill, and I ap-
preciate the tone, I really do, of my 
colleague. He is a gentleman, I can tell. 
I don’t even know him, but I can tell he 
is a gentleman and a statesman, but I 
cannot listen to folks who, in my opin-
ion, are scaring folks in the public and 
my colleagues who are on the Agri-
culture Committee and here in the 
House from not voting to make respon-
sible, reasonable, compassionate, and 
commonsense reforms to food stamps. 

We need to do that in every govern-
ment assistance program. We need to 
pull people out of the welfare trap, and 
we need to equip them and encourage 
them and support them to be the best 
that they can be. 

I don’t know how much time I have 
left, Mr. Speaker, but I want to also 
comment on some fellow west Texans 
who are here in town to compete for 
the 2018 National Science Bowl. 

This week, Lubbock High School will 
join select schools across the country 
who earned the opportunity to compete 
at the national finals. I want to thank 
the Department of Energy and my fel-
low Texan, Secretary Rick Perry, for 
sponsoring this important competition. 

The students from Lubbock com-
peting in this tournament are part of a 
national effort to ensure America con-
tinues to lead the way in science and 
remains the laboratory of innovation 
in the entire world. That is the great-
ness of American innovation. 

We want this generation to discover 
the cure to cancer, to solve the chal-
lenges of cybersecurity, and to push 
the boundaries of outer space. 
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